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5.1 Reference:  310/11/257 

ENFORCEMENT OF PLANNING CONTROL 

Amberley, Packhorse Road, Sevenoaks TN13 2QP 

 
ITEM FOR DECISION 

This matter has been referred to the Development Control Committee as the Chairman 
of the Development Control Committee requires the case to be considered by the 
Development Control Committee. 

Planning permission was granted for the building of a double garage with an artist 
studio above, under SE/11/00718/CONVAR, which was then built not in accordance 
with the approved plans. 

A new application was then submitted to retain the garage and artists studio, 
SE/12/00250/HOUSE, which was refused. The building remains on site without the 
benefit of planning permission. 

As a result of this refusal, an Enforcement Notice was issued on 15 October 2012 to 
demolish the garage and artist studio within 6 months. The owner then appealed the 
Notice which was upheld, giving a compliance date of 30 October 2013. 

RECOMMENDATION:   

That authority be given to vary the Enforcement Notice, requiring that: 

(a) The time needed for compliance be extended to 3 months from the date of this 
meeting.  Plus a further 3 months if a valid planning application is received for 
alterations to the garage within the initial 3 month period. 

FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS 

1 To allow time for any new scheme to be reviewed. 

2 To allow time for any new scheme if approved to be implemented. 

 

1 The owner has submitted (prior to 30 October 2013) various schemes to retain 
part of the garage with alternative schemes for alterations, which are currently 
being considered under the Pre Application process. These alternative schemes 
involve changes to the existing structure such as the removal of the staircase, 
removal of the dormers, the blocking in of all remaining windows on both levels 
and the artist studio to return to a loft space over the garage. These new 
proposals, if acceptable would reduce the existing bulk of the existing building 
and may have less impact than the approved schemes that could be built.  

2 Legal advice was sought about the options of securing compliance with the 
enforcement notice as the garage had not been demolished by the date required. 
The Legal Services Manager has stated as follows:-  

“Prosecuting Mr Toms for non-compliance, or seeking an injunction should be a 
last resort measure when and if it becomes clear he does not intend to seek a 
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solution or comply with the notice. Enforcement is not meant to be punitive but 
simply aimed at resolving the breach of planning control. I could not support this 
at this time nor would the enforcement concordat.  

 If you as planning officers consider that there is merit in exploring the re-use of a 
part of the existing garage then it would be better to extend the compliance period 
for a short while to allow a report to be considered by DCC if necessary.” 

3 It is proposed to extend the compliance period for three months to give time for a 
planning application to come forward for alterations to the garage.  If a valid 
application is received in this period a further three months will be allowed for 
compliance. 

Appendices 

Delegated Enforcement Report dated 18 September 2012  

Enforcement Notice dated 15 October 2012 

Appeal Decision dated 30 April 2013 

Planning Decision SE/11/00718/CONVAR 

Planning Decision SE/12/00250/HOUSE 

 

Contact Officer(s): Alan Dyer Extension 7361 

Richard Morris 
Chief Planning Officer 
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Delegated Enforcement Report 
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Enforcement Notice 
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Appeal Decision 
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Decision Notice for SE/11/00718/CONVAR 
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Decision Notice for SE/12/00250/HOUSE 
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